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Utilities powering birds’ co

Utility companies often get a
bad rap. They are usually in the
news when their rates rise or when
people think they don't respond to
downed wires quickly enough.

And don'’t get me started on the
Department of Transportion. Most
people don’t know much about the
DOT, but they know they don’t like
it

But did you know that some util-
(= | ity companies and
‘ | the DOT are playing

| arole in the come-

back of some birds
of prey species that
were once nearly
eliminated from the
area?
CHris Bosak Take the Third
ForTHE BIRDS  Taxing District, for
instance. TTD is the

municipal utility company serving
East Norwalk.

Remember that new Osprey
nest in Veterans Park I wrote about
last week? Well, the Third Taxing
District knew about it before I did
and took steps to make the nest
safer for the birds. According to

Jim Smith, general manager of
TTD, the folks at the utility decided
not to energize that section of the
line. They also removed the trans-
formers and other potentially dan-
gerous obstacles around the nest.
The line will likely be energized
after any young birds have fledged.
That will be long before the Nor-
walk Seaport Association Oyster
Festival in September.
Also, TTD employees have been
instructed not to disturb the nest.
“We would like to do our part to
ensure the continued comeback of
these beautiful birds to the area,”
Smith wrote in an email to me.
Another example of utilities
helping out the local Osprey popu-
Jation may be found at Manresa Is-
land. Both NRG and CL&P (now
Eversource) have played roles in
attracting and welcoming /
to nest in the area surrounding
now decommissioned power
plant. CL&P, which leased land on
the island, installed platforms on
which the large birds of
build nests. They have
platforms in other parts of th
as well. NRG supported ﬂn
and now the island boasts
half a dozen Osprey nests.
With the Osprey po



